
May 4, 2009 
 
Dear Pelham Parents: 
 
Now that school is back in session I wanted to let you know what measures are being taken to provide as 
much protection from the H1N1 virus as possible.  We also participated in a conference call with the 
Governor and the Commissioners of Education and Health & Human Services late yesterday afternoon; a 
follow-up conference call will take place at 3:30 this afternoon.  The Governor’s Office has issued the 
following information regarding the swine flu which you will find in the attachment.   Again, the original 
guidelines and recommendations remain in effect with no new amendments.  I do need to inform you, 
however, that NHHS has shifted its focus to a “community based” approach due the fact that the one 
confirmation and four “probables” in NH have little or no connection with foreign travel, and therefore, 
the concern is now with interactions in the general public.  In fact, in your packets please note the 
statement, “…travel is not a determining indicator of the H1N1 virus.”  For further information please 
note the public inquiry line contained in your packet—1-888-330-6764. 
 
“Hand Washing” remains a preeminent concern in terms of prevention and the Governor’s Office would 
like us to reiterate that message to you.  Again, if you still feel it would be more prudent to keep your 
child out of school, please feel free to do so.  However, I did want you to know what our schools are 
doing in terms of preventative measures and precautions: 
 

• All lockers, door-knobs, water coolers, locker rooms, bathrooms, cafeteria tables will continually 
be cleaned and sterilized by our custodial staff.  In short, all surfaces that students come into 
contact with will be cleaned and sterilized.  

 
• Any child who presents what seems like “flu like” symptoms will be examined in a special room 

not utilized by staff or students as an extra precaution, and may be sent home. 
 

• Hand sanitizers and sanitizing wipes have been provided to every classroom. 
 

• All buildings have had faculty and staff meetings at the start of the day to go over procedures and 
protocols. 

 
• Teachers have been instructed to reiterate with all students in their classes good hygiene as well 

as the specific instructions provided by CDC/NHHS. 
 

• Parents are encouraged to exercise good judgment as to whether their child should attend school 
or not, and again at no penalty to the child. 

 
As more information becomes available, we will make certain to update parents and the community as 
quickly as possible.  Lastly, let me say how much I appreciate your patience and understanding during 
this very difficult time.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Dr. Frank Bass 
Superintendent 
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